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Our October Speaker
Alexis Rriffle
M.Photog.Cr., CPP, OCPP

"Creating Cash flow through Event Photography"

Alexis began her career in photography after graduating from Miami University with a
Business Degree. What started as a transitional job on her way to becoming a CPA, actu-
ally opened the door to a whole new profession. After marriage and two children, she
was happy to be a second income to the family, running her small "mom and pop" studio
that she purchased in 1986. Now, with her daughters grown and out on their own, rather
than slow down she has developed a new marketing plan which has allowed her to create
a year-round cash flow. She will share with you her approach to event photography, as
well as offer tips on capitalizing on jobs you may already have.
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PPCO PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
OCTOBER 2008

Hello everyone,

Our September meeting was a great success, both in at-
tendance and our speaker.

Patrick Rice delivered a lot of eye opening marketing
examples. He covered the state of the photographic stu-
dio and how it affects all of us. It was an eye opener for
me as [’m sure it was for most of you. If you missed the
meeting you missed a wealth of information.

This is just a reminder to start getting your competition prints ready now. This way you
will have enough time and enough money. If you have questions, come to the next two
meetings, and we’ll answer questions about the print rules and things like the “Twelve
Elements”.

I feel that when I write the president’s message I am suppose to have something interest-
ing and smart to tell you. Maybe even tell you something life altering. The truth is, most
of you know more than I do about the art, the craft, and the business. So maybe I should
tell you about the important things you have taught me, and why I love this organization.

1. The most important thing about PPCO is making friends and sharing ideas.

2. Giving is as enjoyable as receiving. Sometimes, a lot more enjoyable.

3. No matter how hard it is to get to a meeting, I always feel great after I get there.

4. Print Competition has made me a lot of friends and a better photographer.

5. Someone in PPCO has the answer to every question I have about photography and,
the business of photography.

6. The most important thing about PPCO is making friends and sharing ideas.

The Board Would Like Your Feedback!

How is PPCO doing? Is it meeting your expectations and needs? The Board is asking
each member to submit feedback on what you liked about PPCO during 2006 and what
you think we could do better. Please send your comments via e-mail to me Jim Nardone,
Jim.Nardone(@mac.com

Thank you,

Jim Nardone


mailto:Jim.Nardone@mac.com
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Chairperson of the Board
Robert Hughes
roberthughes@ameritech.net

Sep. 8 Patrick Rice

Seminar : Wedding Photography 2008
The State of the Industry

President.
Jim Nardone
Jim.Nardone@mac.com

Oct. 13 Alexis Riffle

"Creating Cash flow through Event Photography"

Vice-President.
Kerry Mechtly
info-pgofc@insight.rr.com

Nov. 3 Shawn Wright

"Stop Trying to be Perfect and Start being Re-
markable"

2nd Vice-President.
Heidi Mechtly
hmechtly@insight.rr.com

Nov. 9 & 10

Fall Two Day Conference - Hilton - Easton

Treasurer
Kim Myers
kim@myers-photo.com

Dec. 8
Members Christmas Party - TBA

Secretary
Matt Lydy
info@mattlydy.com

Jan. 12 Print Competition - Judges TBA

Elected Member

Susan Conover
jconover@adams.net

Feb. 9 Round Table & Swap Shop

Moderator: Robert Hughes

Elected Member
Lisa Farnholtz
photoblondie@columbus.rr.com

Mar. 4 -9
Mid-East States Convention — Dayton OH

Mar. 16 TBA

Apr. 13 TBA

May 11 TBA
BOARD ELECTIONS
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The 12 HABITS Of Highly Successful &
Profitable Photographers

by: Charles J. Lewis

Remember, "Hard Work, And Long Hours Alone, Will NOT Produce
Success - You Must Have An Organized Plan."

How do you come up with this plan? By spending DAILY TIME WITH
YOURSELF so you can find the "SECRET TWEAK" and then act upon it.

[ know what you are thinking right now: "Give me a break, Chuck. I don't
have time now to do all the things I need to do. How am I going to find time to
spend thinking and planning?"

Here's how:

"First You Form Your Habits, And Then Your Habits Form You!"

I still remember reading this POWERFUL statement in Zig Ziglar's great book, "See You
At The Top" about 20 some years ago! And it is SO TRUE!

This morning, as I was doing my daily "reading, thinking and planning time" it dawned on
me just what a HUGE effect the "Success Habits" I have formed over the years have had on
my success.

So let's talk about the specific habits you MUST (in my opinion) form, in order to be truly
financially successful in the photography industry.

Here's The 12 Most Important And Powerful Habits You Can Use, Start-
ing Today, To Guarantee Your Success And Happiness!

Speaking of "habits," there is one very important point: It takes 21 days to
form a new habit. That means that you must FORCE yourself to do these
things, every day, for 21 days. After that, it becomes much easier, as they are
now a powerful habit, and you don't have to concentrate on them as much any
more.

Let's go thru the top 12 "success habits."
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Habit #1: As the first hour of your day goes, so goes your day.

Like it or not, this is a fact. If you start your days with stress, being in a hurry, and not
spending time with yourself, it will totally decrease the value of that day. I'm currently read-
ing the book "Success Through A Positive Mental Attitude" by Napoleon Hill and W.
Clement Stone - for about the 5th time. (If you have not read this book at least 2 or 3 times,
go get it right now, and begin reading it in your morning "private time" that you will be
starting tomorrow. )

In that book, Mr. Stone mentions several times how important his "planning, studying and
thinking time" was to his success.

Think about this: How can you build the studio of your dreams, and the private life and
family life of your dreams, if you don't dedicate regular time every day to planning and
building it?

I recommend at least 30 minutes, but once you start this, you will be so impressed with the
powerful improvements in all parts of your life, that I'm sure you will increase this time to
60 minutes.

If I had not started doing this every day of my life, many, many years ago, I KNOW I
would not have accomplished success I enjoy.

You MUST be in absolute control of what goes into your mind! It must become a
HABIT! You MUST take charge of your life and growth yourself. No one else is going to
do it for you.

Habit #2: Have a Journal, and write your thoughts, questions, goals, con-
cerns, etc. in it every day during your planning and thinking time.

The more I study the lives of successful people, and people I respect and emulate, the more
I see a Journal as a common denominator. They all had one and used it every day. So do
this! You will be amazed, thrilled, and shocked at how effective a habit this is.

Habit #3: Never, ever have TV, Radio, on or read a newspaper before
noon!

Think about this with me for a moment. If you get up, and turn the radio or TV on, or read
the paper, can you see how this will result in a negative attitude over time? Keep in mind,
this is a quiet, subtle thing that sneaks up on you without your realizing it. All of the infor-
mation from radio, TV and newspapers is NEGATIVE. And we know for a fact that if you
allow NEGATIVE ideas into your mind first thing in the morning, you day will be negative.

'

You won't really see this, but it will be there! You'll just not be as "up" and positive as
usual. You'll begin thinking that ideas you get won't really work, so why try.

Please, I urge you to never, ever allow the TV or radio to be on before noon. And never start
your day by reading the paper. Yes, the newspaper is a good source of news and current
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events, but it's not the best way to start your day. I'm sure you would agree that there tends
to be a lot of negativity in the news.

Habit #4: You are where you are because of what has gone into your
mind. So be in charge of what goes into your mind!

If you stop for a moment to think about this, it's really quite obvious, isn't it? Of course we
are where we are because of what's gone into our mind!

But you and I don't tend to think about this. We just go about our days, trying to do the best
we can, and allowing all sorts of negative ideas and thoughts into our minds. This has a life-
long effect on you.

That's why it's so important that you start your day with POSITIVE information, not
negative. Because you must put lots of POSITIVE into your mind to help combat all the
negative things that are put there during the rest of your day.

Start with the book I recommended above. Then read "Think and Grow Rich" by Napoleon
Hill next. That single book has changed the lives of more people than any other book in
history, other than the Bible.

Habit #5: A burning desire, coupled with definiteness of plans and pur-
pose, will assure your success. So Set your goals. Put them in
writing. Have a deadline. Read them out loud every morning and every
night.

So, what do you do every morning, during your private time? You read for 10 or 15 minutes
first, to get the positive juices flowing. Then you write your ideas, plans, goals, objectives
and dreams into your Journal.

Then you read your goals, and modify them if needed. And you work on developing this
BURNING DESIRE to achieve the major purpose of your life. (Don't worry, if you spend
time every morning like this, you WILL very shortly determine what your MAJOR PUR-
POSE IN LIFE is.

Habit #6: A positive mental attitude is more important than your knowl-
edge of a particular subject. Be sure to put positive, inspiring info into
your mind EVERY DAY.

If you've been a student of mine for a while, you've probably heard me say, "It's your atti-
tude, not your aptitude, that determines your altitude."

This has been proven over and over again. So, let's be sure to use this knowledge, by being
assured that our attitude is positive.

How? By doing the other 11 habits we are talking about here, your will develop the habit of
being positive, and responding positively.
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Habit #7: Form a '""Mastermind Group" and use it habitually.

Napoleon Hill talks about how important this 'mastermind' group was to the success of al-
most all of the successful people he studied.

A "mastermind" group is a group of two or more people, brought together, on a regular ba-
sis, in a spirit of total harmony, to achieve specific goals and agreed upon objectives.

Frankly, you need a mastermind group. We all do. It's proven fact. If you want to achieve
your greatest level of happiness, success, and personal and family life, a mastermind group
is essential.

So, where to you find the right people for your Mastermind Group? You look around you,
and select very carefully, those people who you feel meet the criteria for your group.

Then you get together on a regular basis, and discuss your objectives and goals.
Habit #8: To really "learn' something, form the habit of teaching it.

I learned this from Steven Covey. The more you share and "teach" the more you will truly
internalize and learn yourself!

(That's another powerful purpose of a Mastermind Group, as you effectively are sharing
and "teaching" your new discoveries to the other members, and therefore, learning it better
yourself.)

Habit #9: It's not what happens, it's how you respond. And how you re-
spond, is directly determined by your attitude, and your 'self motivators'
that you have habitually memorized.

This is one of the cornerstone principles of my "System" for building a successful studio as
well as a wonderful, nurturing private life.

There are countless stories to prove this. So I'm not going to waste your time here trying to
convince you of this fact. Just remember it. Repeat it to yourself each day as a "self motiva-
tor" and live it. Honestly, everyone has problems and troubles. What separates the winners
from the losers is not what happens, but how they respond to what happens!

By the way, here are several of my favorite self motivators:
* If it were easy, then everybody would do it!

* If you don't ask, the answer is always "no.!"

* What's the worst thing that could happen?

* There's a good idea in there somewhere!
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Habit #10: With in every problem, is the seed of an equivalent or greater
benefit.

Automatically, as habit, each time you face a "problem," look for that seed of an equivalent
or greater benefit. It's in there, somewhere, you just have to find it.

Think back to some of your biggest advances or successes. There was probably a "problem"
that caused you to take action, and that action was what resulted in your big advance or
success! Problems are good, not bad! They are some of the most powerful motivators that
force us to take action and grow!

Habit #11: Make "ENTHUSIASM" a daily habit.

Yes, you can develop enthusiasm as a habit. Something that you don't consciously think
about, it just becomes a natural part of your existence.

In my humble opinion, Enthusiasm is the "Life Of All Sales Success." It's what makes eve-
rything "work!" It's what begins the entire process!

If you are enthusiastic about everything you do, it will spread to everyone with whom you
come in contact. It will clearly say to everyone that you BELIEVE in what you are doing,
and love it!

So you must make enthusiasm a constant, ongoing habit for your living. People are watch-
ing you. They want to believe in you and trust you. But if you're not enthusiastic about
what you're doing, or offering them, etc., then that clearly says to them that you don't be-
lieve in it yourself.

Remember, the last 4 letters of the word enthusiasm are I A S M which stand for "I Am Sold
Myself!"

Habit #12: Persistence is the key to riches, success, and happiness.

I talk with my consulting/coaching students about this all the time. Yes, we all want things
to be easier. But the fact of life is that things are difficult. The photographer who becomes a
huge success is a photographer who absolutely won't give up. He or she keeps on keeping
on - Habitually working at discovering everything possible to bring success. Such as being
an Inner Circle Member, and listening to each issue every month, and applying the secrets
and strategies revealed.

There You Have The 12 Habits Of Highly Successful Photographers!

Both Todd and I honestly wish we could talk with each and every one of you, in person,
each day. To encourage you. To inspire you. To motivate you. And to help you. You have so
much potential within you. All you need to do is keep on working at becoming the best
business person you can humanly be. As you improve, your self confidence will improve,
as will your attitude and your enthusiasm!

Go for it.



Midwest Photo Exchange Announces

NEW Canon 5D Mark II....$2699
&
Canon 50D.....$1399
New Canon 18-200....$699.95

Taking orders now!
Shipping Dates:
End of September, 50D's
November, 5D Mark II's

Email: dan@mpex.com
Phone: 866-940-FOTO

Web: www.mpex.com

Canon's update to the wildly popular full frame EOS 5D is here,
and it's better than ever.

* EOS 5D Mark II has a stunning 21.1-megapixel full-frame CMOS sensor with DIGIC 4 Image Processor
* A vast ISO Range of 100-6400 (expandable to ISO L: 50, H1: 12800 and H2: 25600)
* Plus EOS technologies like Auto Lighting Optimizer and Peripheral Illumination Correction.
* It supports Live View shooting, Live View HD videos, and more.
- HD video at 1920x1080, 30 fps (progressive), up to 4gb (about 12 minutes)
- Also able to shoot 640x480 up to 24 minutes
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* It can shoot up to 3.9 fps

* Has 9 AF points plus 6 AF assist points

* A new 98% coverage viewfinder

* 3.0-inch Clear View LCD (920,000 dots/VGA) and a rugged build.

The 5D Mark II will be extremely popular for wedding photographers because of the highly advanced still
capture features and incredible image quality.

A NEW PARADIGM

The coup de' gras is the full HD video. The three wedding photographers with whom I have discussed the
5D Mark II specifications have all agreed that this will change the way they shoot. From simply adding a
short high quality wedding video shot, with the still photographers eye, to the capability of shooting certain
live events utilizing the full HD resolution video then printing albums from frame grabs; they all agree that
the 5D Mark II will differentiate them from their competition and provide additional revenue sources for
their studio.

Full-frame shooters rejoice!

Canon's new EOS 50D bridges the gap between the novice and the seasoned pro with a perfect combination
of high-speed and quality.

It features

* APS-C sized 15.1-megapixel CMOS sensor for tremendous images

* New DIGIC 4 Image Processor for fine detail and superior color reproduction

* Improved ISO capabilities up to 12800 for uncompromised shooting even in the dimmest situations.
* 3.0-inch Clear View LCD (920,000 dots) monitor

* Supercharged Live View Function with Face Detection Live mode

* Plus a number of new automatic Image Correction settings and HDMI output for viewing images on an
HDTV

Pick up the EOS 50D and you'll experience true digital inspiration!



