
CLICK TOPIKS
Our October Guest Speaker
Darre! Mo!   -   Setting Yourself Apart

PROGRAM INTRODUCTION:
If you are a Portrait Studio owner and have been 
in business for any  length of time, then you no 
doubt have noticed changes in our profession. 
The advent of auto focus & especially  digital tech-
nology  has been both a blessing and a curse to all 
of us. Now it seems everyone thinks they are pho-
tographers. Although the population in most geo-
graphical areas have remained virtually the same, 
there seems to be fewer customers, and more 
“photographers” than ever before for the general 
public to choose. How does A Portrait studio sur-

vive? The answer is FAIRLY SIMPLE. WE MUST 
GIVE the clients something others can’t.

Bio:

Darrell Moll received his first camera when he was 
eight years old, and photographed his first wed-
ding six weeks after graduating high school. In the 
spring of 1978, his sales career was launched 
when he went into the insurance business. In 
1988, he began to migrate back to his first love, 
photography.  In July of 1991 he opened his pre-
sent studio location. Today  Moll Photography pho-
tographs high school seniors, families, weddings, 
commercial, & also does photo restoration. Darrell 
& his wife Alexis have been married 25 years, and 
have five grown children, and four grandchildren. 

In addition to his speaking skills Moll, has gar-
nered many awards in print competition. Since he 
began entering in 1994, he has been awarded four 
Court of Honors, 2 Judges Choice Awards, and 
has had two prints selected for the Loan Collec-
tion. Moll received his Craftsman degree in 1997 
and his Masters in 1998. In March of 1997 he be-
came PPA Certified and an Ohio CPP in March of 
1994. Moll’s print entitled “Attitude Adjustment” 
was the highest scoring image at the 2002 Mid 
East States Regional Convention. Darrell has 
been a member of the Fuji Talent Team Moll be-
came an Approved Photographic Imaging Instruc-
tor in 2003. He currently  serves on the Ohio CPP 
Commission & is on the Executive Board of the 
Professional Photographers of Ohio.
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Presidents Message 
Hi PPCO Gang 

Wow!!!  Our kickoff 
meeting was fantastic! If 
you missed it, you 
missed a lot. Thank you 
to those who attended. 
We had a full room, 
good food, and an 
ultimate/cool time. 

Angela Talentino was our speaker and she 
was quite the package. Everything she talked 
about, she does. She truly loves her clients, 
her work, and her staff and it shows. Many of 
the PPCO members thought that Angela was 
one of the best speakers we ever had! 
Those in attendance learned unique market-
ing tips, how to cultivate powerful long-term 
business relationships, and how to really lis-
ten to what your clients needs are. Angela also 
gave us some very valuable website contacts 
and powerful software tips.  
GOOD NEWS … we have more high quality 
and knowledgeable Speakers. One of which 
will be the October speaker. 
Mark your calendar now for the fantastic Oc-
tober meeting. Darrell Moll is our speaker. His 
topic is “How to set yourself apart as a profes-
sional.” We are looking forward to his insight, 
ideas, input, experience, and wisdom regard-
ing this topic in this, fast-paced ever-changing 
time. You cannot afford to miss this seminar!
Speaking of setting yourself apart and making 
it through tough times:

I am reminded of the story of the high school 
basketball coach who was attempting to mo-
tivate his players to persevere through a diffi-
cult season. Halfway through the season he 
stood before his team and said “Did Michael 
Jordan ever quit?” The team responded “No!” 
He yelled “What about the Wright Brothers? 
Did they ever give up? “No!” the team re-
sponded. “Did Edison ever quit?” Again the 
team yelled “No!” “Did Elmer McAligant ever 
quit?”
There was a long silence. Finally, one player 
asked “who is Elmer McAligant? I never 
heard of him.” The coach snapped back, “Of 
course you never heard of him --- he quit!”
Congratulations to Julie Lyle for winning the 
fall Super Monday Scholarship.
If you the members have any questions re-
garding photographic issues, please e-mail 
Jim Nardone and he will poll the member-
ship to try to find an answer. This is kind of 
like a virtual roundtable. (Another PPCO 
benefit)
We are so lucky to have a great group and are 
looking forward to a fun, exciting, and en-
lightening year. I will look for you at the Oc-
tober meeting.
Your 2006-7 PPCO President,
Elaine Hughes
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PPCO Board of Directors

Chairperson of the Board
Ron Burgess
rburgess@aol.com

President
Elaine Hughes
roberthughes@ameritech.net

Vice-President
Robert Hughes
roberthughes@ameritech.net

2nd Vice-President
Jim Nardone
Jim.Nardone@mac.com

Treasurer
Kerry Mechtly
info-pgofc@insight.rr.com

Secretary
Heidi Mechtly
hmechtly@insight.rr.com

Historian
Delton Boyd
dboyd66177@aol.com

Elected Member
Ace Winters
aceman@nextek.net

Elected Member
Kim Myers
kim@myers-photo.com

PPCO Board meetings are generally held at 6:00, 
before the regular meeting.  PPCO financial infor-
mation is available to members upon request.

2006/2007 Calendar
Sep. 11  Angela Talentino 

Marketing: Creating Healthy Habits

Oct. 9  Darrell Moll

Setting Yourself Apart

Nov. 6  Jennifer Gilman / Mark Garber

15 Ways to Create Buzz for your Business

Nov. 13 & 14

Fall Two Day Conference - Hilton - Easton

Dec. 11

Christmas Party

Jan. 08

Print Competition - Judges TBA

Feb. 13  Round Table

Feb. 28 - Mar. 5

Mid-East States Convention – Dayton OH

Mar. 12

TBA

Apr. 09

TBA

May 14

TBA
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The Strobe Slipper 

by Bruce Dorn

The image of “Caroline in Oak Creek” is made with a 
Strobe Slipper, except the light is used facing the 
model and allowed to wrap around her with no 
reflector-fill. The strobe exposure is, naturally, bal-
anced with the daylight exposure for a perfect combi-
nation of daylight and studio strobe.

All though I am fortunate enough to have a truck-
load of  excellent lighting tools at my disposal, I 
much prefer traveling light and fast. The output 
of a few  radio-synchronized Speedlites has 
proven adequate for most of my editorial lighting 
needs, and doubly so when mounted on my own 
pet lighting gadget, the Strobe Slipper™.

In its  most fundamental form, the Strobe 
Slipper is  a black anodized aluminum base-
plate that conveniently organizes a Pock-
etWizard receiver and a Speedlite into one 
compact and tidy package. In this configura-
tion, you can position the rig onto a shelf, 
hang it from a picture hook, or slip it into a 
bookcase. Modularly designed, the Strobe 
Slipper also supports several inexpensive 
accessories that will convert your Speedlite 
into a legitimate lighting instrument, com-
plete with light-stand adapter, umbrella and 
softbox.

Thanks to compact design and carefully chosen 
accessories, I can now  travel with my cameras, 
lenses, and a versatile lighting kit all in one 
“overhead-luggage-compartment approved” bag.

The Strobe Slipper Plus

Strobe Slipper Plus shown with Pocket Wizard receiver 
mounted on PhotoFlex heavyduty Swivel with PhotoFlex 
Adjustable Shoe Mount and Q39 X-small softbox.

The “Plus” designation means that a 12-inch 
Paramount miniphone-to-female hot-shoe cord 
has been added to the unit Slipper baseplate 
and two !–20 flat-head Allen screws.

Features:

• Rugged .25-inch 5025 aluminum plate
• Hard anodized in Pro Black
• Compact, lightweight, battle-tested

Accepts:

• Canon CP-E3 Compact Battery Pack
• Photoflex Heavy-Duty Swivel (Item #AC-
ALSWMTB) for mounting the Strobe SlipperTM 
to 5/8-inch pin lightstands
• Photoflex Adjustable Shoe Mount (Item# 
AC222SM) for mounting Photoflex Extra-Small 
through Medium Q39 Softboxes
• Price: $119
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The Strobe Slipper

The strobe slipper is a precision-machined 
baseplate designed to connect a Paramount hot-
shoe-mounted Canon Speedlite to a PocketWiz-
ard Sync Receiver; includes two !–20  flat-head 
Allen screws.

Features:
• Rugged .25-inch 5025 aluminum plate
• Hard anodized in Pro Black
• Compact, lightweight, battle-tested Accepts:
• Canon CP-E3 Compact Battery Pack
• Photoflex Heavy-Duty Swivel (Item# AC-
ALSWMTB) for mounting the Strobe SlipperTM 
to 5/8-inch pin light stands
• Photoflex Adjustable Shoe Mount (Item# AC-
222SM) for mounting Photoflex Extra-Small 
through Medium Q39 Softboxes
• Price: $79

In this image, Dorn incorporates a wild background of 
power and phone lines and has taken great care to 
have a line running through each of the twins’ heads, 
as if they are part of the information transmitted 
across those lines. The image is lit with the Strobe 
Slipper, with a softbox used very close to the girls so 
the light is ultra-soft.growth.

Bruce Dorn, with his background as a filmmaker, 
tends to think in the horizontal format, using the film 
frame cinematically. Here, he used a Strobe Slipper 
configured with an undiffused softbox, triggered re-
motely by a PocketWizard, to provide a sharp-angled 
key light reminiscent of sunlight. In this example, the 
softbox is held by an assistant at close range to 
maximize the quality of the undiffused key light.

In Use I use the Strobe Slipper/Speedlite/Softbox 
combination in a number of ways.

Often, I will mount the unit on a stand high above 
the camera. This setup makes a nice and simple 
broad-light source for quick interior formals. If I 
have another moment to rig a second light, I’ll 
toss one behind the groups for a little hot rim 
light and some ambience in the background.

Outside in partial shade, I use the unit to feather 
some heat onto a portrait to overcome the 
dreaded dappled light that can be so trouble-
some for complexions.

With portraiture in deep shade with hot back-
grounds, it usually means the highest sync 
speed and a deepish (small) f-stop to expose for 
the scenic background. Pump the Speedlite up 
to full or half power and walk the unit in towards 
your subject until a good exposure balance is 
achieved. Synchro- Sun! I do wish camera 
manufacturers would move those sync speeds 
higher, however.
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This is a typical  application of Dorn’s rig used in the 
field. The Strobe Slipper is held by an assistant close 
to the model to produce very soft lighting. A large re-
flector is angled in to fill  the shadows and create a 
nice wraparound kind of light. Bruce drags the shutter 
to blend ambient and strobe lighting.

For interior photojournalistic work, I bounce or 
direct the light of one of these units into the cor-
ner of a room and crank the output down low  just 
to add some ambience or snap to the scene.

Strobe Slipper Plus—baseplate, two Allen screws 
plus a 12-inch Paramount Miniphone- to-female hot-
shoe cord installed

For large events or ballrooms, I place two units 
approximately 180° from each other and well 
away from the action. These two units are above 
the eyeline and the Speedlite’s reflector is 
zoomed in to create a spotlight effect.

A third unit is perpendicular to the spots and 
bounced for general ambience and gentle fill. 
This setup allows a great deal of  mobility and 
provides handsome modeling to face and figure. 
I shoot for a stop on either side of  f/4 and drag 
the shutter as experience dictates.

The Strobe Slipper Plus supports Canon shoe-
mount Speedlites, and the Strobe Slipper Q sup-
ports the more powerful Quantum Qflash. Both 
v e r s i o n s a r e a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h 
www.idcphotography.com/ store.

Bruce Dorn and Maura Dutra, have spent 
their  professional  lives dancing on the cut-
ting edge of the digital  arts. Recently retired 
from award-winning careers in Hollywood, 
Bruce and Maura now occupy themselves 
with the creation of mixed-media art editions 
while accepting carefully selected wedding, 
portraiture, and corporate imaging commis-
sions.

Reprinted courtesy of Rangefinder Magazine
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